
failing in their requirements, render them indifferent
to a righteous pride. Stimulated to active competi¬
tion by praise at home and honors in school the more

intelligent are slaves to their unfortunate ambition.
The willing and anxious child is virtually worked to
mental and physical dissolution by thoughtless
teachers, aided by the fondest of parents to whom the
physical conditions underlying mental evolution and
critical epochs of development are unknown.

In this country particularly are these circumstances
deleterious to the health of the growing race. The
average American child is not only mentally preco¬
cious, but is of a peculiar neurotic temperament,
which, while increasing its mental capacities beyond
that of the child of other countries, at the same time
renders it more susceptible to mental over-strain and
nervous exhaustion. Again, the age of greatest strain
is shortly after puberty, a period which, particularly
in girls, has been justly considered of " profound ner¬

vous and neuro-physiologic import." The headaches,
backaches and the rest of the common ills of our

American girls, are often directly attributable to excess

of study and misdirected efforts at education during
critical periods of development.

In our public system of education the mental over¬
strain is required just at a time when minimum study
and maximum outdoor exercise and recreation are
demanded. We heartily endorse as applicable to the
American system of public education the reforms

I which Dr. Shuttleworth advocates in the British
high-school system, namely, 1, amendment of exces¬

sive hours of study, especially during spurts of growth
and development; 2, correction of the deficiency of
systematic outdoor exercise and recreation, and 3,
more regard of physiologic functions differentiating
the capacity for work at certain times of girls as com¬

pared with boys.
ACUTE LEUKEMIA IN CHILDHOOD.

Leukemia is usually a disease of insidious onset
and slowly progressive course. Occasionally, however,
it makes its appearance with the abruptness of an

acute infection, being attended with febrile symp-
toms and other manifestations of constitutional dis-
turbance. Of the etiologic influences we know little,
if anything. The disease has been observed in connec-

tion with malaria, syphilis, other infectious diseases,
traumatism, over-exertion and profuse hemorrhage.
It has developed during pregnancy, and sometimes an

hereditary predisposition has existed. The disease
has also been observed in some of the lower animals.
Males seem to suffer more commonly than females.
No age appears to be exempt, though it is probable that
the disease is most common during the middle period
of life.

To the rather small list of cases of acute leukemia
in childhood Theodor (Archiv f\l=u"\rKinderheilkunde,

B. xxii, H. 1, 2, p. 47) adds the report of an additional
instance, together with an analysis of all that he has
been able to gather from the literature. The case
occurred in a boy, four years old, previously healthy
and well nourished, who fell from a horse that he was

being taught to ride, striking his face and nose.

Copious epistaxis followed, which failed to yield to
the ordinary remedies at hand, and only ceased after
ten hours, upon plugging of the nares by the medical
attendant. It was at this time first observed that
there were present on the extremities a number of
large and small hemorrhagic extravasations, which
were attributed by the parents to contusions received
in various ways. Examination showed further the
spleen to be slightly enlarged, and the blood exhibited
the characteristic conditions of leukemia, with a pre¬
ponderance of lymphocytes.

In the further course of the case the temperature
became moderately elevated; hematuria appeared, with
the presence of hyaline and granular tube-casts, and
the cervical, axillary and inguinal glands became
enlarged. There was at no time pain referred to the
bones. Under treatment with abdominal compresses,
inunctions of iodvasogen, arsenic and preparations of
blood and bone-marrow, in conjunction with fresh air,
distinct improvement set in for a time, but subse¬
quently the symptoms returned and death took place
in the sixth week of the disease from pulmonary edema.
A postmortem examination could not be secured.
Bactériologie examination of the blood failed to dis¬
close the presence of pathogenic organisms. The
father of the child had been syphilitic.

Of the forty-five cases of acute leukemia only six
occurred in children under the age of ten years. Only
those are considered in which the disease did not last
longer than nine weeks. Up to the age of fifteen years
there were four additional cases. Of the whole num¬
ber twenty-five were in males, thirteen in females,
while in seven the sex is not specified. The patients
varied in age from two and a half to fifty-nine years.

MALPRACTICE IN WEST VIRGINIA.
Dr. Thomas R. Evans of Charleston, West Vir-

ginia, states in a recent number of the Medical Rec-
ord that the statutes of West Virginia are in a decid-
edly antique condition as regards malpractice suit.
According to Dr. Evans any physician or surgeon who
"resorts to any expedient whatever," may be mulcted
in heavy damages in case his patient dies; and he is
not allowed to testify in his own behalf, nor can any
other person testify for him. Finally, there is no stated
time when such a suit can be outlawed. Dr. Evans
declares that one medical man was recently under
this enactment condemned to pay a fine of $10,000.
The first part of Dr. Evans' charge against the West
Virginia statutes ignores completely the fact that this
is a part of the common law principle of due diligence
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which has protected so many practitioners in mal-
pract ice suits. The practitioner is only required to
show th at he had the ordinary skill of his profession
and that he exercised this in the given case. If he
adopts new procedure the burden of proof would rest
on him to show that these were suited to the particu¬
lar case and were merely an extension of the ordinary
principles. As Tracy C. Becker remarks (Witt-
haus' "Medical Jurisprudence"), experimentation,
whether upon charity patients or pay patients, is
equally prohibited by well settled rules of law. In
other words, a departure from known methods of
treatment for the purpose of, or by way of, trying
unknown remedies or operations not usually adopted
by the profession, if an unfortunate result occurs, ren¬

ders the defendant liable (McNevins v. Lowe, 40 111.,
209). What constitutes reasonable care and skill is,
Becker remarks, a mixed question of law and fact,
like any other question of negligence. Where the
evidence is undisputed and no conflicting influences
can be drawn from the facts presented it is the duty
of the court to determine whether or not there is suffi¬
cient proof of want of ordinary care and skill to be"
submitted to the jury. Where, however, the evidence
is conflicting on that point or the inferences to be
drawn from the facts established might be differently
drawn by different men having the same opportunity
for observation, and the same circumstance before
them, it is for the jury to say whether or not the
defendant has exercised reasonable care and skill
guided by proper directions from the court as to the
measure of skill required. These involve the ques¬
tion as to how far the practitioner is bound to be
familiar with the methods, appliances, drugs and
methods of treatment of his profession in general.
The rules of evidence which, Dr. Evans states, are

part of the West Virginia statutes, are so destructive
of the constitutional rights of citizens of the United
States that there is no doubt but that the Supreme
Court of the United States would declare all such
statutes unconstitutional. While there has been a

great deal of what has been called "freak" legislation
lately, statutes of the type described are clearly relics
of "old dominion" days when law was largely made
for the purpose of enriching the king by forfeitures in
case of felony.

THE JOURNAL SPECIAL TRAIN.
Medical gentlemen from Illinois and vicinity, the

Pacific Coast and the Northwest, who intend to be
present at the great jubilee meeting of the Associa-
tion, are invited to take the Journal Special, which
will go by the Pennsylvania Railway without change
from Chicago to Philadelphia. The time limit of ten
days is as long as granted by any other route. See ad-
vertisement in another column, and make no mistake.
The Journal guarantees the most perfect of modern
railway equipment.

What Is Wrong with This Prescription?
Chicago, April 27, 1897.

To the Editor :\p=m-\I should be very much obliged if you could
have the following questions answered in the columns of the
Journal.

Some time ago I was called to see a sick lady and prescribed
the following ingredients in capsule. Each capsule contained :

Sod.salicyl.....gr. 2\m=1/2\Salol....gr. 2\m=1/2\Codein....gr. 1/8Hydrarg. chlor. mite....gr. 1/8
The patient took only one and within half an hour became

very sick, developing severe poisonous symptoms, and later
becoming unconscious and extremely depressed, etc. Now I
should like to know : 1. What ingredients, if any, were
incompatible? 2. If incompatible, what product was formed?
3. If a poison were formed what dose would ordinarily prove
fatal? 4. What would be the physiologic action on the various
systems, as nervous, urinary, digestive, etc.? 5. What would
the mental effect be? 6. What other effects, if any, would be
produced on the individual?
I have withheld the symptoms in this case as observed, in

order that the answers might not be influenced by a descrip¬
tion of them. Yours very respectfully.

M. D.

Syphilis and Drunkenness.
Kane, Pa., May 8, 1897.

To the Editor:\p=m-\In closing a recent editorial entitled "Leg-
islation against Degeneracy," (April 17) our editor touches the
key-note of the situation. Having clearly proven in the pre-
ceding paragraphs the futility as well as the injustice of all
legal restriction imposed upon the marriage of epileptic and
insane, he ends by saying : " The only real safeguards against
the propogation of degenerates are to be looked for in the
higher moral education of the public and the cultivation of
practical moral standards."

How are we to attain these practical moral standards? As
our editor remarks, immorality and illegitimate births will be
greatly increased if we are to render it illegal for those of epi-
leptic, insane or tubercular tendencies to marry. While, too,
it can not be denied that their taints do often exist as an inher-
itance, it is equally true that, given a suitable environment and
mental, moral and physical cultivation the children of just
such alliances may grow up sound in body and mind, frequently
proving themselves even the superiors of their more careless as
well as more fortunate neighbors.

The practical moral standard should be raised and our
nation properly educated to a realizing sense, not of the danger
in alliances of the epileptic, insane and the tuberculous ; for
their condition, though the result of an inheritance is but an
indication, a symptom, of a far reaching and more dreadful
condition from which they usually result, and as I said they
may live down their defective and diseased condition.

We should raise our standard of temperance and chastityand our legal enactments should be directed against the social
evil, syphilis and drunkenness.

While few deny that tuberculous, epileptic, insane and neu¬
rotic parents tend to produce like conditions in their offspring
none can deny a far more potent cause for all these conditions
and a multitude of others. This is the drunkenness and
debauchery which is adding to the number of dipsomaniacs and
syphilitics and is so appallingly on the increase of late years.

These are met with everywhere and in all ranks of life.
They fill our hospitals, insane asylums, almshouses and prisons.
They create hordes of tramps and criminals to over-run our
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